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People  who  are  just  getting  interested  in  coin  collecting  often  ask  a 
dealer  “What  is  the  difference  between  the  Handbook  of  United  States 
Coins  (Blue  Book)  and  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  (Red 
Book)  ?”  Almost  every  time  I  give  a  talk  on  coins  to  a  non-collecting  group, 
this  question  is  directed  to  me.  I  am  frequently  asked  the  same  question 
by  new  collectors  at  coin  clubs  too.  So,  for  the  special  benefit  of  dealer- 
readers  who  do  not  have  experience  with  coins,  I  am  going  to  try  to  give 
a  clear-cut  distinction  between  these  two  most  popular  coin  books. 

Some  coin  dealer  said  to  me  many  years  ago,  “We  collectors  and  dealers 
live  in  a  fish  bowl.  It’s  a  special  buy  and  sell  combination  which  could  be 
called  a  second  hand  business  where  the  collector  knows  more  about  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  values  than  in  any  other  product  distribution.  There  just  isn’t 
any  secret  about  what  dealers  pay  for  coins." 

Therefore  it  is  as  important  for  collectors  to  have  a  book  listing  average 
prices  a  dealer  will  pay  for  his  coins  as  one  that  will  tell  him  what  a  dealer 
asks. 

To  place  each  book  in  its  proper  numismatic  category,  keep  this  little 
formula  in  mind. 

Blue = Wholesale,  what  a  dealer  pays. 

Red  =  Retail,  what  a  dealer  asks. 

From  the  retail  dealer’s  point  of  view,  it  is  important  to  know  that  col¬ 
lectors  need  BOTH  books.  That  is  why  they  are  both  equally  important  on 
a  display  rack. 

Just  to  add  another  point  to  your  reasons  for  handling  a  good  supply 
of  each  title,  I  would  like  to  mention  that  the  Handbook  (Blue  Book)  is 
the  smaller  and  lower  priced  of  the  two  and  is  recommended  for  the  be¬ 
ginner,  who,  as  a  novice,  may  incidentally  have  a  few  coins  to  identify. 

The  Guide  Book  (Red  Book)  is  a  standard  price  catalog  of  average 
retail  prices  and  is  larger  and  more  costly.  This  book  is  for  the  more  ad¬ 
vanced  and  embraces  a  wider  range  of  values  and  varieties. 

We  print  them  in  almost  equal  quantities,  so  be  sure  you  show  both 
BLUE  and  RED  in  your  display  at  all  times,  or  you'll  be  missing  some  im¬ 
portant  sales. 


R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


ROY  SPAHR  JOINS 
COIN  SUPPLY  DIVISION 

Roy  Spahr,  Jr.,  a  former  WHITMAN 
Sales  Representative,  has  recently  been 
appointed  to  the  position  of  Public  Re¬ 
lations  Representative  for  the  WHIT¬ 
MAN  COIN  SUPPLY  DIVISION. 

Serving  in  this  new  capacity,  Roy  will 
travel  throughout  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  calling  upon  the  more  than 
300  jobbers  who  handle  WHITMAN 
Coin  Supply  merchandise.  His  main 
function  is  to  serve  as  liaison  between 
this  office  and  the  jobbers  and  to  sort  of 
feel  the  pulse  of  the  coin  supply  market. 

Roy  is  currently  touring  the  Eastern 
section  of  the  country,  where  he  will 
meet  with  several  jobbers,  and  in  some 
cases  spend  time  traveling  with  them 
and  interviewing  the  dealer  accounts. 
As  a  rule,  however,  Roy’s  only  contact 
with  dealers  will  normally  be  at  Re¬ 
gional  Conventions. 

Most  of  Roy’s  thirty  years  have  been 
spent  in  the  Midwest.  He  attended  the 
University  of  Cincinnati  and  received 
his  Bachelor’s  Degree  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Texas.  After  spending  two  years 
with  the  Army  and  three  years  with  the 
Delco  Products  Division  of  General 
Motors  Corporation,  he  joined  the 
W  E  S  T  E  R  N  PUBLISHING  COM¬ 
PANY  staff  in  1960,  and  has  since  been 
employed  in  various  capacities  in  that 
company  and  its  WHITMAN  subsid¬ 
iary. 

In  his  new  position  Roy  will  report 
to  Pete  Foerster,  Sales  Manager  of  the 
Coin  Division.  In  addition  to  an  interest 
in  coins.  Roy’s  favorite  pastimes  arc  en¬ 
joying  tennis  and  Dixieland  jazz. 


COMING  SOON 
MARK*'' 
YOUR  CALENDAR 


Several  of  the  standard  WHITMAN 
reference  books  are  scheduled  for  re¬ 
lease  during  the  next  few  months.  To 
stimulate  sales  of  these  items,  a  special 
cardboard  display  unit  is  being  designed 
for  store  promotion.  These  display  units 
will  be  available  through  your  jobber 
without  charge.  Details  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  prior  to  release  date  of  the 
following  items: 

G  U  I D  E  BOOK  OF  UNITED 

STATES  COINS.  Yeoman— July  1st. 
CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN 

COINS.  Charlton— August  1st. 
HANDBOOK  OF  UNITED  STATES 

COINS,  Yeoman — October  1st. 
CATALOG  OF  MODERN  WORLD 

COINS,  Yeoman — December  1st. 

A  special  new  give-away  premium  is 
being  added  to  the  carton  packages  of 
WHITMAN  Coin  Tubes.  Beginning 
about  the  first  of  this  month,  each 
carton  of  tubes  will  contain  a  package 
of  100  l/z"  round,  pressure-sensitive 
labels.  The  cartons  of  silver  dollar  tubes 
will  contain  a  package  of  50  34"  labels. 

The  pressure-sensitive  labels  may  be 
used  to  identify  the  coins  in  each  tube. 
We  find  that  most  collectors  use  this 
method  of  identification,  and  thus  the 
addition  of  these  free  labels  to  each  car¬ 
ton  is  an  added  incentive  to  purchase 
the  WHITMAN  tubes. 

Watch  for  the  following  feature  ar¬ 
ticles  which  will  appear  soon  in  the 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOUR¬ 
NAL. 

DOLLARS  FOR  GRANULES,  a 
unique  first  person  account  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  procedure  for  redeeming  sil¬ 
ver  certificates  in  grains  of  silver. 

THE  BUFFALO  NICKEL,  A  50- 
YEAR  OLD  MYSTERY,  by  Leonard 
Ratzman.  The  conclusion  of  this  out¬ 
standing  article  will  add  much  to  the 
numismatic  history'  of  the  country. 

PAPER  FOR  COLONIAL  CUR¬ 
RENCY,  by  Capt.  Vernon  L.  Bigsby. 
This  article  will  appear  in  serial  form 
and  should  be  one  of  the  highlights  for 
the  year. 

Another  numismatic  milestone  will  be 
an  article  by  Alan  Craig,  revealing  for 
the  first  time  the  true  circumstances  sur¬ 
rounding  the  1922  No  D  cents  and  the 
I937-D  Three-Legged  Buffalo  Nickel. 

Many  coin  dealers  sell  subscriptions 
to  the  monthly  JOURNAL  on  a  com¬ 
mission  basis  (as  outlined  in  the  Fcbru- 
ary-March  issue  of  the  Merchandiser) 
and  many  others  sell  the  magazine  over 


their  counters  as  a  regular  part  of  their 
coin  supply  merchandise.  This  advance 
peck  into  future  editions  of  what  the 
magazine  will  contain  should  serve  as  a 
good  talking  point  and  aid  you  in  in¬ 
creasing  your  sales  of  the  magazine.  If 
you  have  any  questions  about  the 
JOLTRNAL,  or  how  you  can  profitably 
handle  this  item  in  vour  store,  please 
contact  the  WHITMAN  JOURNAL, 
c/o  this  office. 

A  STOCK  QUESTION 

The  Sales  Department  reported  that 
much  of  the  month  of  April  was  taken 
up  with  answering  the  telephones  which 
fairly  danced  off  their  receivers.  Most 
of  the  callers  posed  the  same  question — 
“What  do  you  mean,  out  of  stock?”  It 
has  been  a  long  time  since  we  have  had 
to  answer  that  question,  and  this  situa¬ 
tion  only  added  to  the  hectic  atmos¬ 
phere  of  an  all  time  record  April  for 
sales  in  this  department. 


LEE  SOMMERFELD,  Sales  Department,  r*  shown 
here  wading  through  hi*  daily  ttoch  of  orders. 

The  end  of  the  month  records  showed 
that  sales  actually  more  than  doubled. 
Most  of  the  callers  only  grinned  and 
said  that  their  sales,  too,  were  showing 
this  same  increase,  and  a  survey  among 
dealers  and  collectors  throughout  the 
country  also  confirmed  the  same  situa¬ 
tion.  No  one  seems  to  complain  very 
bitterly  when  they  arc  caught  in  a  pre¬ 
dicament  like  this. 

We,  of  course,  do  regret  that  many  re¬ 
quests  for  certain  items  had  to  be  placed 
on  a  back  order  list,  but  we  are  happy 
to  report  that  all  such  back  ordered 
items  were  shipped  as  quickly  as  the 
items  became  available  once  again. 

To  cope  with  so  many  requests,  pro¬ 
duction  was  increased  to  a  twenty-four 
hour  schedule,  six  days  a  week,  and  even 
this  maximum  effort  was  not  enough  to 
keep  certain  fast  moving  items  in  stock. 
While  orders  am  still  heavy,  we  have  be¬ 
gun  to  breathe  a  sigh  of  relief,  since  pro¬ 
duction  has  now  caught  up  to  sales  in 
almost  every  item. 

It  seems  that  much  of  the  increase  in 
sales  of  coins  and  coin  supplies  can  be 
attributed  to  the  appearance  of  the  Ken¬ 
nedy  half  dollar.  It  had  an  amazing 
stimulating  effect  on  the  coin  hobby 
which  not  only  brought  about  renewed 


activity  in  all  fields  but  also  created  as¬ 
tounding  sales  for  such  items  as  the  2x2 
plastic  coin  holders  for  half  dollars,  coin 
tubes  for  half  dollars  and  dollars  and 
coin  albums  for  both  the  Franklin  and 
Kennedy  coins.  i 

The  plastic  coin  tube  noodles  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  last  Merchandiser  were 
among  the  items  unavailable  during 
April.  They  are  now  in  stock  and  all 
orders  can  be  handled  promptly.  Such 
books  as  the  new  SILVER  DOLLARS 
OF  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  AMER¬ 
ICA  and  Brown  and  Dunn  GRADING 
BOOK  sold  so  rapidly  that  they  arc  al¬ 
ready  back  on  press. 

Just  now  we  are  taking  a  big  breather 
and  waiting  for  the  release  of  the  RED 
BOOK — whoops,  there  goes  the  phone ! 


MONEY  MUSEUM  IS 
NATIONAL  ATTRACTION 

A  life-long  ambition  of  Grover  C. 
Criswell,  Jr.  was  fulfilled  last  November 
when  he  opened  his  own  money  museum 
in  St.  Petersburg  Beach,  Florida.  Cris¬ 
well,  who  has  been  a  professional  numis¬ 
matist  for  the  past  seventeen  years,  has 
spent  much  of  his  time  in  adding  to  his 
own  collection  of  interesting  moneys  of 
the  world,  and  in  particular  Civil  War 
Currency.  The  new  money  museum  is 
open  to  the  public  and  contains  at¬ 
tractively  presented  displays  of  every 
sort  of  money  of  the  world.  Of  particu- 
lar  interest,  of  course,  is  Criswell’s  own 
collection  of  Confederate  items,  which 
is  rated  as  the  finest  in  the  world. 

In  July  of  1963  he  ojjcned  his  first 
retail  store  at  St.  Petersburg  Beach,  Fla. 
and  began  preparing  for  the  opening  of 
his  unique  money  museum.  “The  mu¬ 
seum  has  benefited  our  business  in  many 
ways,”  explained  Criswell.  “More  than 
75%  of  the  museum’s  visitors  purchase 
supplies  in  our  adjoining  store.  The 


museum’s  attractions  stimulate  interest 
in  coin  and  currency  collecting,  and 
many  new  collectors  begin  with  the 
purchase  of  coin  books,  starter  kits  or 
albums.  Most  of  the  coin  dealers  and 
c  ollcctors  who  visit  the  museum  buy  at 
least  one  additional  piece  for  their 
collection.” 


In  his  store,  which  adjoins  the  mu¬ 
seum,  Criswell  displays  coin  sets,  al¬ 
bums,  catalogs,  all  types  of  supplies,  as 
well  as  novelty  items  in  the  numismatic 
field  of  interest  to  tourists  as  souvenirs. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  the 
fine  display  of  WHITMAN  items  which 
is  being  offered  to  the  thousands  of 


visitors  to  the  museum. 

Among  Grover  Criswell's  other  ac¬ 
complishments  in  the  numismatic  field 
are  his  numerous  articles  in  coin  periodi¬ 
cals  and  the  standard  text  books  on 
Confederate  and  Southern  State  Cur¬ 
rency  which  he  authored  several  years 
ago.- 


NEW  LOOK  BRIGHTENS  APPEARANCE  OF  18th  EDITION  GUIDE  BOOK 


The  new  Eighteenth  Edition  of  A 
GUIDE  KOOK  OF  UNITED 
STATES  COINS,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman,  is 
now  on  press  and  running  on  schedule 
so  that  it  will  be  ready  for  shipment  to 
all  jobbers  and  available  to  dealers  for 
the  July  1st  unveiling. 

Collectors  all  over  the  country-  will  be 
looking  forward  to  the  new-  edition  with 
great  anticipation  because  of  the  many 
special  features  and  new  prices  that  will 
be  contained  in  this  revised  edition. 

This  year's  RED  BOOK  has  been  en¬ 
riched  with  numerous  improvements. 
Among  the  most  noticeable  of  these  is 
the  addition  of  a  head  band.  This  fea¬ 
ture,  a  cloth  strip  reinforcing  the  back¬ 
bone  of  the  book  and  protruding 
slightly  at  the  top  and  bottom,  is  a 
feature  usually  found  only  on  the  most 
expensive  books. 

The  addition  of  the  head  band,  which 
makes  a  sturdier  and  more  attractive 
book,  has  been  accomplished  by  adding 
new  high  speed  equipment  capable  of 
handling  this  operation  at  a  relatively 
small  expense.  In  fact,  the  entire  me¬ 
chanics  of  adding  covers  to  the  GUIDE 
KOOK  has  been  speeded  up  this  year 
through  the  use  of  a  complex  series  of 
new  machines.  In  the  past,  casing-in 
the  RED  BOOKS  (adding  covers)  was 
a  job  requiring  five  separate  operations 
and  separate  handling  of  the  books 
Now,  with  the  ultra-modern  new  equip¬ 
ment  of  Western  Printing  and  Litho¬ 
graphing  Company,  primers  of  the 
RED  KOOK,  the  insides  of  each  book 
travel  on  a  continuous  belt  through 
each  of  a  scries  of  six  different  opera¬ 
tions  in  an  endless  procession. 

The  heart  of  this  new-  equipment, 
technically  known  as  the  Smyth 
Rounder  and  Backer  and  the  Smyth 
Casing-in  machine,  processes  books 
which  are  fed  into  it  two-up,  that  is  to 
say,  two  complete  books  at  a  time, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  the  style  in  which 
they-  are  printed.  The  two  books  are 
sawed  apart  and  then  trimmed  to  the 
proper  size  prior  to  going  into  the 
Rounder  and  Backer  which  crimps  the 
spine  of  the  book  in  an  exacting  fashion, 
and  adds  several  layers  of  tape  and  doth 
in  addition  to  the  head  bands. 

A  conveyor  belt  then  carries  the 
nearly  complete  books  to  the  Casing-in 
station,  where  the  covers  are  attached 
to  the  insides  of  the  book  with  a  Special 
latex  glue.  After  the  covers  are  properly 


and  securely  attached  to  the  insides, 
they  travel  along  an  inspection  line 
where  each  book  is  checked  prior  to 
wrapping. 

The  new  ap|)carance  of  the  outside 
of  the  RED  KOOK,  while  adding  to  its 
utilitarian  value,  is  only  the  reflection  of 
the  many  changes  and  additions  to  the 
text,  which  has  been  equally  improved. 

In  addition  to  a  complete  revision  of 
all  prices,  many  additions  have  been 
made  to  each  section  of  the  book  to 
make  it  more  technically  accurate.  In 
the  Colonial  section  some  new  photo¬ 
graphs  were  added  to  clarify  hard  to 
detect  features,  and  one  new  coin,  the 
rare  1786  Immunis  Columbia  New  Jer¬ 
sey  cent,  has  been  added.  This  coin  has 
long  been  known  to  exist,  but  was  gen¬ 
erally  unlisted  in  all  catalogs  because  of 
its  rarity  and  its  somewhat  questionable 
authenticity.  With  the  appearance  of  a 
new  specimen,  leading  authorities  arc 
now  able  to  determine  that  the  variety 
is  legitimate.  Many  of  the  coins  in  this 
series  show  price  increases  commensu¬ 
rate  with  the  increase  in  collecting  ac¬ 
tivity  in  this  field. 

The  United  States  copper  coins  show 
price  increases  in  many  categories,  par¬ 
ticularly  coins  in  uncirculated  or  proof 
condition.  An  enlarged  photo  of  the 


1831/81  large  cent  has  been  included  to 
clarify  the  description  of  this  coin.  Most 
of  the  nickel  prices  took  sharp  increases 
in  all  conditions,  but  particularly  in  the 
higher  grades. 

Coins  in  the  silver  and  gold  section 
continue  to  rise  as  they  have  in  the  past 
few  years,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  pieces,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular,  the  Barber  scries  and  common 
gold,  which  remain  dormant. 

For  the  first  time,  an  illustration  and 
description  of  the  Feuchtwanger  cent 
have  been  added  to  the  book  because  of 
the  popularity  of  this  piece  and  the  re¬ 
peated  inquiries  that  we  receive  con¬ 
cerning  it.  To  make  room  for  its  addi¬ 
tion,  the  listing  of  Leshcr  Referendum 
dollars  has  been  cut  to  include  only 
the  basic  types.  The  1896  20  Centavos 
coin  of  Puerto  Rico  has  been  eliminated 
because  no  one  has  been  able  to  come 
forward  and  prove  die  existence  of  such 
a  coin. 

All  in  all,  we  think  the  new  Eight¬ 
eenth  Edition  RED  BOOK  is  the  best 
ever.  Perhaps  we  arc  prejudiced,  and  I 
guess  we  do  say  this  every  year,  but 
nevertheless,  sales  of  this  book  continue 
to  grew  steadily  each  year,  and  all 
records  indicate  that  this  year  will  be  a 
new  all  time  record  breaker. 


Worren  Mielkc.  Production  Monoger,  views  RED  BOOKS  on  the  Inspection  and  wropping  production  line. 
In  the  background  are  the  severol  new  units  employed  in  the  finishing  process  of  the  book. 


A  completely  revised  edition  of  the 
BROWN  AND  DUNN  COIN  GRAD¬ 
ING  ROOK  has  just  been  released. 
Through  an  arrangement  between  the 
authors  and  the  WHITMAN  PUB¬ 
LISHING  COMPANY  an  improved 
version  of  the  well  known  standard  ref¬ 
erence  book.  A  GUIDE  TO  THE 
GRADING  OF  UNITED  STATES 
COINS,  by  Martin  R.  Brown  and  John 
W.  Dunn,  will  now  be  available  to  col¬ 
lectors. 

The  new  version  of  this  book  is  con¬ 
siderably  larger  because  of  the  addition 
of  over  900  illustrations  depicting  the 
various  grades  of  condition,  as  con¬ 
trasted  with  the  simple  pictures  of  type 
coins  used  previously.  It  now  contains 
208  pages  and  is  attractively  bound  with 
a  sturdy  board  cover  and  sewed  binding, 
an  important  asset  to  an  often  used  ref¬ 
erence  book. 


The  line  drawing  illustrate.-  ...pre¬ 
sent  the  farthest  advance  in  coin  grading 
to  date.  Strictly  speaking,  they  are  dia¬ 
grams.  Placed  as  they  arc.  adjacent  to 
each  paragraph  of  word  description,  the 
task  of  arriving  at  the  condition  of  any 
coin  becomes  pleasantly  easy  and  accu¬ 
rate.  The  artist.  Arthur  Mueller,  has 
done  an  outstanding  job  of  reproducing 
each  United  States  coin  type.  Important 
details  are  accurately  located  and  the 
portraiture  is  surprisingly  recognizable. 

The  authors  have  made  some  changes 
for  clarification  of  the  text:  however,  no 
change  in  grading  criteria  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  in  the  revisions. 

The  advent  of  this  book  on  the  grad¬ 
ing  of  coins  has  ojjened  up  a  new  era  in 
United  States  collecting  standards.  It 
has  given  collectors  a  basis  for  agree¬ 
ment  which  may  make  this  reference 
book  a  source  of  harmony  in  the  often 


disputed  subject  of  coin  grading. 

Despite  the  increased  size  and  many 
improvements  added  to  this  book,  there 
has  !>cen  no  increase  in  the  retail  price 
which  remains $1.75.  It  is  listed  as  stock 
No.  9096  and  may  be  ordered  through 
your  usual  jobber  source. 

PHILIPPINE  BOOKSHELF 
ALBUM  NEWEST  IN  SERIES 

A  new  four  page  Bookshelf  Album  for 
Philippine,  type  coins  has  just  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  is  now  in  stock.  The  growing 
popularity  of  this  series  prompted  the 
designing  of  this  album  which  includes 
all  minor  and  silver  Philippine  coins 
from  1864  to  date. 

There  are  a  number  of  special  fea¬ 
tures  that  make  this  album  particularly 
attractive.  Three  detailed  drawings  have 
been  included  on  the  page  describing 
the  historical  background  of  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Scries.  These  drawings  show  the 
silver  coinage  of  Isabel  II  (1833-1868) 
and  Alfonso  XII  ( 1874  to  1885).  There 
is  no  designation  on  these  coins  showing 
their  origin  as  Philippine ;  therefore,  the 
drawings  were  made  for  positive  identi¬ 
fication  purposes. 

We  feci  that  the  layout  of  this  partic¬ 
ular  album  is  well  planned  and  highly 
pleasing  to  the  eye.  All  of  the  Spanish- 
Philippinc  issues  are  presented  on  the 
first  page;  the  United  States  Philippine 
coins  take  up  the  second  and  third  pages 
and  the  final  one  is  devoted  to  issues 
of  the  Philippine  Republic.  Space  is  thus 
provided  for  the  insertion  of  thirty-six 
coins. 

The  stock  number  is  9526,  and  the  re¬ 
tail  price  is  $3.50,  similar  to  all  other 
four  page  Bookshelf  Albums.  It  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  this  new  Bookshelf  Album 
will  lake  a  leading  place  in  the  growing 
selection  of  WHITMAN  products. 
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